
Protecting Kids’ Health by Eliminating
Toxic Flame Retardants (PBDEs)ry
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1 ) Deca breaks down into more toxic,
banned chemicals.

Numerous studies show that deca breaks down in the
environment into other forms of PBDEs, including the
ones found in the banned penta. After extensive review
of the literature, the Departments of Ecology and
Health concluded that deca-BDE is likely to breakdown
in the environment to more toxic and bioaccumulative
forms of PBDEs.

� When exposed to UV light and sunlight,
deca breaks down. Deca has been shown
to break down on sand, sediment, soil, as
well as in house dust and fish tissue.
Bacteria has also been shown to break
down deca.
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2) Deca is found in the cord blood of new-
born babies, breast milk, wildlife, and the
food chain.
� Deca was found in over half  the women

(24 out of 40) in a study of breast milk in
the Pacific Northwest.
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� Deca and has been found in the cord blood
of newborn babies.
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� Deca is found in polar bears, grizzly bears
and peregrine falcon eggs.
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3) Deca damages the developing brain in
mammals.
� Scientific findings strongly suggest that

deca is neurotoxic.  In mice, deca produced
irreversible changes in brain function that
actually worsened with age in adult mice.
This is the same health effect seen for
banned forms of PBDEs (penta and octa)
and the banned PCBs.
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4) The United States Environmental Pro-
tection Agency lists deca as a possible
carcinogen.
� When evaluated in rodent cancer studies,

rats and mice developed nodules in their
livers, which are considered to be precur-
sors to cancer.
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